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My Theological Testimony. I gladly affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith 
& Message, and feel heavily-indebted to the Reformation 
doctrine of God's unprovoked grace. I am evangelistic & 
instructive in my preaching, confessional in private & family 
devotions, and catholic in relation to believers in every place, 
culture, & nationality. I remain greatly humbled that God has 
seen fit for me to glorify him by preaching his gospel.  
 

On the Trinity. God is One in Three Persons, a Tri-unity 
complete in knowledge, wisdom, holiness, love, justice, & power. 
Jesus commands us to make disciples & to baptize them in "the 
name of the Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit" (Matt 28:20). I 
am convinced from Scripture that the Father elects & adopts his 
children (Eph. 1:1-6; John 10:27-30; Romans 8:15, 23); that the 
Son redeems, restores & intercedes for them (Isa. 53:4-12; Micah 
4:6-7, 10; Tit. 2:11-14; Gal. 3:13-14; 2 Cor. 5:18-21; Heb. 7:25); 
and that the Spirit regenerates, seals, keeps, & sanctifies them 
until the Day of Judgment (John 3:5-8; Eph. 1:13, 4:30; Jude 24; I 
Pet. 1:4; Lev. 21:8; John 17:17; 1 Thess. 5:23).  
 

On the Bible & Scripture Interpretation. The Bible alone, the Old 
& New Testaments, is the revealed word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). Men wrote the Bible under verbal inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, meaning that they were specially empowered by him to 
understand and to communicate God's mind & will to humanity 
through words. The Bible is wholly accurate, inerrant, and 
abundantly sufficient for the life & faith of the Church in every 
age. Biblical interpretation lies in the power of the Holy Spirit's 
interaction with us through prayer as we follow in the steps of 
the Church's historically consistent witness to Jesus. 
 

On Conversion. Jesus' most explicit term for this has a double-
meaning, "birth from above," (i.e., from God), and "new birth" 
(John 3:3). At conversion, a person comes alive spiritually by the 
power of the Spirit (John 3:5-8) so that she awakens to the 
promises of God in Christ, repents of sin & unbelief, and with 
her first breath as a new believer, cries out, "Abba, Father!" (Gal. 
4:6)—this is a moment directly analogous to a baby's first cry in 
the world. This is God acting freely & without the slightest 
obligation to anyone but his own eternal will & purpose (Rom. 
3:26-28; John 1:12-13; Gal. 6:14-15).  
 
On Salvation. The term "salvation" has many important 
cognates, including redemption, rescue, deliverance, 
propitiation, eternal life, entering the Kingdom, etc. Specifically, 
salvation is a gift of the liberating God through faith in Jesus' 
substitutional atonement on the cross and in his resurrection. 
(Romans 3:21-26; 1 Cor. 15).  
 

On Regeneration as It Relates to Election. I draw a clear 
distinction between the freed will (through regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit) and our "free will," in which we remain slaves to sin 
unless & until the Holy Spirit regenerates and liberates us. 
(Romans 6:15-19). Thus, regeneration always leads to 
conversion (e.g., John 3:1-9). Unconditional election is at the 
root of this freedom of God to regenerate rebellious human 
beings. 
 

On "Eternal Security." The "perseverance of the saints" is a 
biblical doctrine of the first order. Personal assurance draws 
solely from faith in Christ's saving work, even if one's faith is as 
small as a mustard seed (Mt. 17:20). In Christ Jesus believers are 
forever freed from condemnation (Rom. 8:1; Hebrews 10:14), 
obtain the hope of victory over death through his resurrection (1 
Cor. 15:51-57), and continue in grace by the present intercessory 
ministry of Jesus, all through the power of the Holy Spirit (e.g., 
Hebrews 10:11-18). 
 

On the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God, and is the third 
Person of the Trinity. He leads the church into knowledge of the 

truth and comforts her in tribulation (John 17:13-17). He also 
convicts the world of sin, righteousness, & judgment (John 16:8). 
My vision for every member of the flock is a Spirit-filled life of 
freedom, security, love, & power for faithfully living out the 
gospel. 
 

On the Gifts of the Spirit. The gifts of the Spirit are for the 
edification of the church and for the advancement of the 
Kingdom (1 Cor. 12-14). All Christians are blessed with at least 
one spiritual gift with which to serve Christ. I consider myself a 
qualified "continuationist" in regard to the sign gifts, as it 
appears that the Holy Spirit still blesses gospel work with 
miraculous signs, particularly where the gospel is completely 
new (as on the mission field), or new again (e.g., where revival is 
manifest). 
 

On Divorce and Re-marriage. In his statements on divorce Jesus 
seems especially concerned with adultery and the unjust 
treatment of women in his day. Certainly, divorce is lawful in 
the case of adultery (Mt. 5 & 19). But these passages do not 
mean that divorce must occur—reconciliation is the first option 
for Christians, if possible. Remarriage is lawful when the death 
of a spouse has occurred, or when one spouse continues in 
adultery, or abandons his or her marriage vows to unlawfully 
marry another. Equally, divorce is always unlawful for any 
Christian claiming such things as incompatibility, boring sex, 
weight gain in the other spouse, etc. 
 

On the Meaning and Purpose of Believer’s Baptism. Water 
baptism testifies to the believer's faith in Jesus' saving work on 
his behalf. Baptism makes public all that happened to the 
believer in Jesus' crucifixion, death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension. In baptism, the believer openly pledges to God and 
the church that he will take up his own cross & follow Christ, 
while the same church vows to nurture and cherish the new 
believer (Mt. 3, Lk. 9, Rom. 6, and 1 Ptr. 3:18-22).  
 

On the Meaning and Purpose of the Lord's Supper. The Lord's 
Supper proclaims the Lord's death until he returns (1 Cor 11:26). 
It brings local believers into fellowship with one another & into 
unity with the Church worldwide (Eph 4:1-7). Through 
communion, believers identify themselves afresh with Jesus and 
with each other, receiving the elements not only individually but 
also as a testimony to one another that Jesus is Lord. 
Furthermore, while Jesus is not present in the elements, he is 
present in the Holy Spirit where communion is taken in 
Christian unity.  
 

On Eschatology. I am partly preterist in eschatological 
perspective, meaning that I believe Jesus' millennial reign began 
at his Ascension, and continues to this very day. Jesus will bring 
final judgment with him at his certain return, at which time the 
wicked will be sent to an eternal hell, and the righteous in Christ 
to eternal happiness with Him in the presence of God the Father. 


